Docket No. 0513-1096 
Appln. No. 10/777,143 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1. (currently amended) A vibrating sensor comprising a 
cell fixed in a housing, the cell having a support member and a 
vibrating member connected to the support member and powered by 
an excitation circuit so as to be sensitive to the movements to 
which the sensor is subjected, the sensor including at least one 
thermal masking element independent of the excitation circuit and 
extending between the vibrating member and at least one wall of 
the housing so that said at least one thermal masking element 
only partly covers a surface of the cell facing said at least one 
wall of the housing . 

2. (currently amended) A vibrating sensor according to 
claim 1, wherein the masking element is fixed to the housing 
while being spaced apart therefrom and spaced apart from the 
cell . 

3. (original) A vibrating sensor according to claim 2, 
wherein the masking element is carried by a link part. 
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4. (original) A vibrating sensor according to claim 3, 
wherein the link part includes a portion of greater thickness. 

5. (original) A vibrating sensor according to claim 3, 
wherein the link part is made of a suitable material and presents 
a cross-section and a length that are adapted to control heating 
of the masking element by conduction. 

6. (original) A vibrating sensor according to claim 3, 
wherein the link part extends facing a portion of the cell 
adjacent to the vibrating member. 

7. (currently amended) A vibrating sensor according to 
claim 2, wherein a face of the masking element facing towards 
the vibrating member carries a reflective layer. 

8. (original) A vibrating sensor according to claim 1, 
wherein the masking element is carried by the cell. 

9. (original) A vibrating sensor according to claim 1, 
wherein the masking element comprises a reflective layer applied 
to the vibrating element. 
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10. (currently amended) A vibrating sensor according to 
claim 9, wherein the rcf looting reflective layer also extends 
over a portion of the cell adjacent to the vibrating member. 

11. (new) A vibrating sensor comprising a cell fixed in 
a housing, the cell having a support member and a vibrating 
member connected to the support member and powered by an 
excitation circuit so as to be sensitive to the movements to 
which the sensor is subjected, the sensor including at least one 
thermal masking element independent of the excitation circuit and 
extending between the vibrating member and at least one wall of 
the housing, wherein the masking element is carried by a link 
part . 

12. (new) A vibrating sensor according to claim 11, 
wherein the link part includes a portion of greater thickness. 

13. (new) A vibrating sensor according to claim 11, 
wherein the link part is made of a suitable material and presents 
a cross-section and a length that are adapted to control heating 
of the masking element by conduction. 

14. (new) A vibrating sensor according to claim 11, 
wherein the link part extends facing a portion of the cell 
adjacent to the vibrating member. 
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15. (new) A vibrating sensor comprising: 
a housing; 

a cell fixed in the housing, the cell having a support 
member and a vibrating member connected to the support member and 
powered by an excitation circuit so as to be sensitive to 
movements to which the sensor is subjected, the vibrating member 
having a thermal mass smaller than a thermal mass of remaining 
portions of the cell; 

a thermal masking element, independent of the 
excitation circuit, extending between the vibrating member and at 
least one wall of the housing to minimize parasitic stresses in 
the cell, wherein, 

said thermal masking element only partly covers a 
surface of the cell facing said at least one wall of the housing 
to locally thermally isolate the vibrating member, and 

said thermal masking element stops heat being 
transmitted by radiation between the housing and the vibrating 
member so that the vibrating member and the remaining portions of 
the cell rise in temperature in a substantially matched manner 
whereby said thermal masking element minimizes parasitic stresses 
in the cell. 
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16. (new) A vibrating sensor according to claim 15, 
wherein the masking element is fixed to the housing while being 
spaced apart therefrom and spaced apart from the cell. 
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